
 

Navigate to https://httpd.apache.org/ 

In the menu on the left, click the “Download!” link 

 

In the page that appears, click the link under “Stable Release – Latest Version” (at the time of writing 

this document this was 2.4.41) 

 

Click “Files for Mirosoft Windows” 

https://httpd.apache.org/


 

Select “Apache Lounge” 

 

 

At the Apache Lounge website, download the latest apache installer for 64-bit Windows. Note that 

the Apache webserver is named “httpd” (as in “http daemon”). A daemon is a computer program 

that runs as a background process. In this case the program serves the http network protocol. 

Also download the required Visual C++ redistributable, which are some additional files required by 

Apache. 

 

 



After the downloads, install the software. Start with the redistributable. Agree to the terms and click 

Install. Also confirm the next warning that this program is allowed to make changes to the computer. 

You may need to restart the computer when done. 

 

 

Now install apache. Installation consists of the following steps: 

1. Unzip the downloaded zipfile httpd-2.4.41-win64-VS16.zip . 

2. When unzipped, find the folder named “Apache24” and move it to the root of the C:\ drive 

(thus its destination will be C:\Apache24). Do a move (thus Cut/Paste) 

3. The next step requires that you open an MS-DOS Command Prompt in Administrator mode: 



 
 

Confirm allowing the command prompt making changes to the computer. 

4. When the command prompt opens, type the following command, and press ENTER: 
C:\Apache24\bin\httpd -k install 

 



 
 

5. Now start the Windows Services, and confirm that an item named Apache2.4 is in the list: 

 



 
6. Right-click on Apache2.4 and select “Start” 

 
7. Now the service will report “Running”: 

 
8. Confirm it is working, by opening your browser on this computer, and navigating to the 

website “localhost”. If you see the text “It works!”, then the webserver was installed 

successfully. 



 
 

9. In order to allow connection from other computers, you must still enable allowing http 

network traffic through the Windows Firewall. To do this, find and start the application 

named “windows defender firewall with advanced security” 

 
10. In the menu on the left, click “Inbound Rules” 



 
11. In the menu on the right, click “New Rule…” 

 
12. Go through the “New Inbound Rule Wizard”, and make the following selection: Port, TCP, 80, 

Allow the connection, Domain, Private, Public, give the name “Apache” and Finish. 

13. After this rule is added, connection to the webserver of this computer will also be possible 

from other computers. Just use any other computer, and type the IP address of this 

computer to confirm that the page “It works!” also appears. 

 



Now download and install python. 

Go to the website http://www.python.org/ , click “Downloads” and then “View the full list of 

downloads” (do not click on the button “Python 3.8.2”, this will most likely download the 32-bits 

version of Python: 

 

In the next page, click the latest release under “Looking for a specific release”: 

 

In the page that appears, scroll down and click the “Windows x86-64 executable installer” 

http://www.python.org/


 

Save the file, and when it is downloaded, double-click it to start the installation of Python. 

Uncheck the option “Install launcher for all users (recommended)”, and click “Customize 

installation”. 

 

In the next page, uncheck the options Documentation, Python test suite and py launcher before 

clicking Next. 



 

In the next screen, change the install location to C:\Python38 , and click Install. 

 

When done, click Close (ignore the option to Disable path length limit) 



 

Now configure the apache webserver to run python scripts. 

Use Notepad to edit the file C:\Apache24\conf\httpd.conf 

Search and find the line with text “Options Indexes FollowSymLinks” (halfway in the 

file). Change this line, append the option ExecCGI. The line will then read “Options 

Indexes FollowSymLinks ExecCGI”. Note that the line starts with 4 spaces. Keep it that 

way. 

Now search and find the line with the text “#AddHandler cgi-script .cgi”. 

Uncomment this line, by removing the # in front of the line. Also add .py to the end of the line. 

The new line should look like this: 

AddHandler cgi-script .cgi .py 

Maintain the 4 spaces before the line (as it was). 

Save the file, and close Notepad. 

Now restart the Apache webserver. Do this through the Services application. Find Apache2.4, 

right-click on it, and from the menu that appears select Restart. 



 

Test the Apache configuration adjustment, confirm that Apache is now executing .py scripts, 

instead of downloading the text-content. 

To do so, use the Windows Explorer to go to folder C:\Apache24\htdocs . Once there, create a 

new textfile (right-click on the  empty space on the right, and from the menu that appears, select 

“New -> Text Document”. 

 



Name the new file “test”. 

 

Make an adjustment to the Windows Explorer settings, making it show the full filename 

(including the extension). Go to View, and enable File name extensions. 

 

Now the new textfile will reveal its extension. It will show “test.txt”. 

Double-click the file to open it in Notepad for editing. 

Copy/Paste the following 6 lines of content into the textfile: 

#!/Python38/python 

print('Content-type: text/html') 

print('') 

print('<html><head></head><body>') 

print('Only this text must be visible!') 

print('</body></html>') 

Note the first line, reading #!/Python38/python ; this should match the location where you have 

installed Python. Note also that the quotes are pasted as regular single quotes (not pretty open 

and close quotes, as Microsoft Word may have the tendency to auto-change them). 



Save the file and close Notepad. 

Now rename the file to test.py (change the extension from .txt to .py). 

Click Yes on the warning that Windows Explorer gives when changing the file extension. 

 

Result: 

 

Confirm it is working, by opening your browser on this computer, and navigating to the website 

“http://localhost/test.py”. If you see the text “Only this text must be visible!”, then 

the python scripting was configure successfully. 

 

If, instead, you see the 6 lines of text that were typed into the textfile earlier, then there is a 

mistake in one of the steps that must be corrected. 


