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To map “on” or “with”? that is the question.  

Before deciding to use remote sensing images in a participatory (P-) mapping exercise it must be clear what the purpose of the exercise will be. When the mapping purpose dictates that the end product most be conformal to other spatial data (e.g. existing maps from national surveys) the characteristics of the imagery will be known. Geographic projection criteria, mapping scales and topologies can then be taken as a given and imagery can be obtained or produced that fits these criteria.
When the output (product) of the exercise is meant for the community that did the mapping it is clear that the products must stay with them. In that case arrangements must be made that the maps can be reproduced if other participants (outside the community) are entitled to a copy. Vice versa there must be a copy for the community if the end product is owned by outsiders.

In both cases a decision must be made whether to map “on top” of a hardcopy of the imagery used or if the imagery is used to create new separate “layers”. Depending on the resources available it can also be possible to the exercise digitally. 

There are pro’s and con’s to each method. Mapping on top of hardcopies is permanent and direct, but it requires repeated mapping (risking discrepancies) and in case of mistakes more (expensive) copies are needed. Using overlays to make the maps is cheaper and more versatile but it risks separating the overlay from the underlying base map and its spatial content when it is shown separately.

In the end, mapping purpose, community wishes and available resources will decide what method to choose. 

Important is the practical use of the imagery. In a p-mapping exercise it is key that all involved stakeholders can participate optimally and that no one is sidelined. This means that hardcopies of imagery must be large enough for groups to gather around them or that sufficient copies are available for all participants. Similarly there should be sufficient monitors/workstations available if the exercise is done digitally [maptalk example??]. Digital imagery can be printed at any size but the size of typical Aerial Photographs is about 25x25cm. This is insufficient for more than one person to interpret or use them. Experiences with Aerial photographs [ogiek] have taught us that enlargements to 70x70 or 100x100cm creates useful material. Care must be taken however with the scale of the imagery. Enlargements create larger scales which allow the mapping of more detail. Always check if the mapping scale of the enlargements is still in accordance with other spatial data and what is the smallest mapping unit allowed (see unit U04).
MApping with remote sensing images
Text
Which Satellite Image is suitable for what purpose?

Text

For what purpose are Aerial Photo’s suitable?

Text
Mapping on remote sensing images
Text
Scale issues
Text
Cost factors
Text

PAGE  
1
Handout for trainees

File name: http://team.cta.int/pgis-tk/_cts/handout for trainee/M00U00_handout_shortitle.doc
Last modified on: 16 March 2009

